Sight Word Instruction
Prepared by Susan Keehn, Ph.D.

      Three Components:
A. Activity to focus attention to letters that make up the word

· Manipulating letters to build the word

· Filling in blanks on dry erase board:   _he     t_e    th_

· Writing the word repeatedly while chanting the letters

· Spelling words with magnetic letters

· Writing and rewriting words on “magic slate”

· Tracing words

· Guessing missing letters in words written with “invisible” marking pens;

Then coloring these in to self-check

B. Games and activities to increase attention to targeted sight words in stress-free form of practice

· Board games using sight words in spaces

· Enlarging newspaper and having child highlight targeted word

· Card games

· Bingo—Be sure to have child write word in empty boxes to create bingo board

· Word hunts

· Concentration game

· Word wheels

· Grab bag game

· Word checkers

C.  Activities used to promote transfer to connected text

· Reading of predictable books containing targeted word(s)

· Reading/writing of phrases/sentences composed of target words plus known words  (See Cunningham’s Phonics They Use)

· a can of Pepsi for Dad

· a bag of Doritos for Mom

· Reading short stories written by tutor 

· Reading cloze sentences and writing in the missing word

· Sentence building

· Reading cooperatively (Tutor reads most of the text, but intersperses brief sections that contain target words to be read by the student.)
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